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St. John Tradewinds
As part of its “on-going expansion”, the St. John 

law firm of Morrisette and Muilenburg LLP an-
nounced in January that St. Thomas Attorney Clyde 
Murphree is joining the firm in an ‘Of Counsel’ ca-
pacity.

“The ‘St. John Law Firm’ that we’ve been build-
ing for the last several years is now evolving into a 
territory-wide practice, and beyond — always atten-
tive, however, to our deep roots in St. John,” said the 
firm’s founding partner, St. Johnian J. Brion Mor-
risette.

“We are expanding the firm to meet the growing 
demands of the St. John community for excellence in 
a broad scope of legal services,” Morrisette said. “We 
also are enhancing our ability to serve even the most 
complex of litigation needs of our clients in the Virgin 
Islands as well as in Florida.”

Murphree Bring 25 Years Experience
The firm hosted an evening reception for its cli-

ents at the firm’s offices at Estate Lindholm overlook-
ing Cruz Bay to celebrate its first five years and to 
introduce Murphree to their clients on Saturday, Janu-
ary 25. Murphree brings more than 25 years of civil 
litigation experience representing corporations and 
individuals in both plaintiff and defense matters with 
many major cases in both commercial and tort litiga-
tion, according to Morrisette.    

Raf Muilenburg, the firm’s St. Johnian managing 
partner who joined Morrisette in founding the firm 
five years ago, praised the addition of Murphree. 

“We have been working closely with Clyde on 
several recent matters – including the front-page 
WAPA class action helping ensure WAPA’s coopera-
tion with the public’s right to use solar power, as well 
as certain environmental and permitting issues related 
to the problems at the highly visible and controversial 
Ingrao /Dennis Bay project,” Muilenburg said.

 “I’m really looking forward to working more with 
the St John community, as well as having reasons to 
spend more time on this beautiful island.” Murphree 
said, thanking his associates for the warm introduc-
tion to the community.

 The firm’s expansion also includes the assistance 
of another St. Thomas attorney, Mike Sheesley, and a 
paralegal on St. John, Eric Morvant.  

“Our firm endeavors to serve both the individual 
needs of our clients, as well as the broader interests 
of the St. John and V.I. community,” said Morrisette. 
“We are looking forward to continuing our work serv-
ing the needs of St. John and the VI, staffing our mat-
ters appropriately for maximum efficiency.”  

Expanded Florida Presence
As of March, Muilenburg, who grew up on St. 

John and sailed the world with his family on the boat 
he helped his father build in Coral Bay, will be estab-
lishing a part-time residence in the Fort Lauderdale 
area to better assist his wife Thia’s aging parents, as 
well as his own parents, according to Muilenburg.  

“I will be working full-time on all St. John matters 
via remote when in Florida with the same telephone 
number and e-mail, and I will be going back and forth 
frequently between Florida and St. John,” Muilen-
burg said. “I expect to be down here a week or more 
of each month, as well as back here with my family 
for most of each summer.

Muilenburg and Murphree also expect to be work-
ing together in Florida, where Murphree also has a 
practice, including for many matters based on St. 
John such as stateside financing for St. John projects.

Long-term Focus on St. John
The firm expects its committed long-term focus 

on St. John to bring continued success.  
“There is great opportunity to expand the firm’s 

practice areas here and in the states, including busi-
ness consulting and project financing for companies 
and individuals relocating to the islands, along with 
our existing practices in real estate, land use, probate, 
trusts, corporate entities and litigation, among oth-
ers,” Muilenburg said.  

“St. John has some truly exceptional entrepre-
neurs who are bringing their creative ideas to our is-
land and developing successful businesses here,” said 
Morrisette. “Not only does the economy of St. John 
benefit from them, but everyone living here does as 
well due to the thriving community that results.”
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Clyde Murphree, above, 
joins Brion Morrisette and 
Raf Muilenburg, right.
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